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  orldwide unintentional injuries remain a significant   
 health problem for children, despite several de-
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in  the  1970s  and  1980s.  Scandinavian  countries  were 
among the first to implement the Safe Community model in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s.17 The model emphasizes 

























included  politicians,  county  officials  whose  departments 
were  responsible  for  the  care  and  welfare  of  children, 



































all  physical  education  teachers  in  the  intervention  area 


















voluntary  organizations  and  the  police  provided  traffic 
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Table 1: Populations 0 -15 years of age in the intervention and control areas displayed by sex and household relation to labour market employment
Household
Intervention areas Control areas
Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total
1983-84 1989 1983-84 1989 1983-84 1989 1983-84 1989 1983-84 1989 1983-84 1989
Employed 3431 3508 3447 3453 6878 6961 2225 2156 2138 2069 4363 4225
Self-employed 448 402 340 280 788 682 315 296 306 280 621 576
Not vocationally active 304 371 230 316 534 687 188 179 168 202 356 381
Total 4183 4281 4017 4049 8200 8330 2728 2631 2612 2551 5340 5182
Table 2: Rate per 100 person-years (95% confidence interval) of individuals 0 -15 years of age injured in 1983/1984 in intervention and control 
areas, displayed by sex and household relation to labour market employment.
Employed Self-employed Not vocationally active









































Table 3: Rate per 100 person-years (95% confidence interval) of individuals 0 -15 years of age injured in 1989 and change in rates between 1989 
and 1983/1984 (95% confidence interval) in intervention and control areas, displayed by sex and household relation to labour market employment.
Employed Self-employed Not vocationally active


















































































P value 0.039 0.368 0.032 0.865 0.865 0.628 0.571 0.302 0.901
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Lindqvist K & Dalal Krisk, indicating that lower socio-economic status is an im-
portant risk factor for injury; this is consistent with previous 





































Sweden.  As  the  socio-cultural  characters  vary  over  the 
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